
PRESBYTERY O 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE PRESBYTERY 

MINUTES OF ONE HUNDRED SIXTY-SECOND STATED MEETING 
NOVEMBER 8, 2025 

The 162nd Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee met in person at NaCoMe on Saturday 
November 8th, 2025.   Stated Clerk Mary Catherine Sevier provided an orientation for first time 
commissioners.  Moderator Rev. Jane Herring called the meeting to order at 10:00 am and opened with 
prayer. 

DECLARATION OF QUORUM / STATEMENT OF PROCEDURES / FIRST TIME 
COMMISSIONERS / CORRESPONDING MEMBERS 

 Moderator Herring declared a quorum was present. The Presbytery’s Mission and Operations Manual and 
the Book of Order provide for the seating of corresponding members and teaching and ruling elders with 
voice and those with voice and vote. Any ruling elder serving as presbytery’s Moderator, Vice-Moderator, 
Moderator-in-Nomination, chairs of committees, members of the Administrative Committee, members of 
the Finance Committee, members of the Permanent Administrative Commission, and the Moderator of 
Presbyterian Women are enrolled as members of presbytery and shall have voice and vote. Ruling elders 
commissioned to particular pastoral service and ruling elders who have previously served as presbytery 
moderator, within five years of completion of his/her term of service, are enrolled as members of presbytery 
with voice and vote. Any ruling elder serving as a committee representative to a particular meeting of 
presbytery in the absence of the chair shall have the privilege of voice and vote for that particular meeting 
of the presbytery. Persons certified in church service who are ruling elders shall have the privilege of voice 
and vote at all meetings of the presbytery during their term of service in ministry in the presbytery of 
Middle Tennessee. Persons certified in church service, who are members of congregations in the Presbytery 
of Middle Tennessee, shall have the privilege of voice at all meetings of the presbytery during their term of 
service in a congregation or other ministry validated by the presbytery. Should a question arise concerning 
the enrollment of any person, the presbytery may resolve the matter upon the recommendation of the 
Permanent Judicial Commission. Corresponding members were seated without objection and are listed with 
the roll (Attachment A).  The Moderator also announced that the Stated Clerk had requested that Ruling 
Elder Chris Williams, First Pulaski, serve as parliamentarian.  There was no objection. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA  
The moderator stated that the agenda and the consent agenda, which contained the minutes of the 161st  
Stated Meeting, a request for a waiver of the limitations on elder rotation pursuant to Book of Order G-0404 
for First Lawrenceburg, Northminster, and First Brentwood, and a request to approve the Rev. Mary Sellers 
Shaw to serve communion during 2026 at UKirk Nashville, were sent to the commissioners on October 29, 
2025. The main agenda and the consent agenda were approved without objection. 

Mary Catherine Sevier 
Sc.midtennpres@gmail.com 

Approved 
02.07.2026
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WORSHIP 

Rev. John Smith led the body in worship and Rev. Erin Howton Angel led the body in the remembrance of 
teaching and ruling elders who joined the saints during the past year.  Candidate Patrick Woolsey delivered the 
sermon. The offering was given to the Centsability fund and matched by the Presbytery.  
 
Following worship, the Moderator continued the morning’s order of business.   

 
COMMISSION ON MINISTRY 

The Moderator recognized the Rev. Dr. Amy Stoker of First Pulaski and co-chair of the COM to present the 
Commission’s report. 

Installation of the Rev. Taylor Young, First Gallatin, the Rev. Courtnay Veazey, Second, and the Rev. 
Stephanie Boaz, Westminster, Nashville 

The COM approved the installation commissions of Rev. Taylor Young, First Gallatin, Rev. Courtnay Veazey, 
Second Presbyterian, and Rev. Stephanie Boaz, Westminster Nashville. 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 



  



 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 

Retirement of the Rev. Heidi Hudnut Beumler 
The COM approved the retirement of Rev. Heidi Hudnut Beumler from Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
Nashville effective May 23, 2025. 

Pulpit Supply List 
The COM approved Ruling Elder Rob McNutt to be added to the Pulpit Supply List following examination by 
the Exam Team. 

Pastoral Care Funds 
The COM approved adding currently serving CREs to be added to Pastoral Care funds. 

Terms of Call for Co-Pastor Joy Warren, Trinity 
The COM approved Terms of Call for temporary Co-Pastor Rev. Joy Warren, Trinity Presbyterian, pending 
successful completion of the examination/approval by the Presbytery. Annual Salar: $70,000, BoP $18,200, 
Additional Medical, $10,300, Dental and Vision, $1,162, Social Security Tax $5250, 5 weeks annual vacation, 
continual education 2 weeks, sabbatical considered of three months following six years of continual service, 
three months of family leave. 

Reception of Rev. Courtnay Veazey 
The COM approved Rev. Courtnay Veazey into PMT effective September 1, 2025. 

Approval of Pastor Nominating Committees at Priest Lake, Normandy, Milldale, and Calvary Big Lick 
The COM approved the election of Pastor Nominating Committees at Priest Lake Presbyterian Church. 
Members subsequently elected are Jon Loudermilk, Jeff Binns, Chelsea Glasme, Lisa Blowstone, and Tom 
Tozer.  A PNC was approved for Normandy.  Members elected are Suzie Lowe, Mark Riley, Kevin Auwater, 
Madeline Redford, and Brenda Hitt. A PNC was approved for Calvary at Big Lick. Members elected are: Judy 
Venable, Vickie Rhea, Bill Beckett, Lindsey Thompson, Martha Weaver.  A PNC was also approved for 
Milldale PC. Members elected are Joy George (chair), Cindy Aucker, and James Trotter. 

 



 

Approval of Associate Pastor for Youth and Families Nominating Committee, First Nashville 
The COM approved the election of an APNC at First Nashville. Members elected are:  Charlie Bryan 
Jr.,moderator, Mary Daniel Danieley, Betsy Funk, Carrie Hininger, John Ridenour and Lauren Ross.   

Dismissal of the Rev. Shawn Thomas Smith, the Rev. Stephen Yates, and the Rev. Aaron Stauffer 
The COM approved the dismissal of the Rev. Shawn Thomas Smith to the Greater Atlantic Presbytery effective 
August 1, 2025. The COM approved the dismissal of the Rev. Aaron Stauffer to Heartland Presbytery effective 
September 9, 2025. The COM approved the dismissal of the Rev. Stephen Yates to the Presbytery of East 
Tennessee effective August 10, 2025. 

Interim Contract, the Rev. Jim Moran and First Tullahoma 
The COM approved the interim contract for Rev. Jim Moran at First Tullahoma for one year effective 
September 1, 2025. Terms include Cash salary, $40,000, Housing $28,287, 403(b), $5380, medical and pension 
$30,153, continuing education and professional expenses $2533. Vacation of five weeks and two weeks of 
study leave. 

 Rev. Evelyn Graham, member at large 
The COM approved a change of designation for the Rev. Evelyn Graham to Member-at-Large effective 
September 1, 2025. 

Reception of the Rev. Diarmuid O’Hara 
The COM approved the reception of the Rev. Diarmuid O’Hara, HR, from the East Tennessee Presbytery. 

Endorsement of pastoral counseling, Rev. Jeannie Hoescht 
The COM approved the endorsement for licensure to pastoral counseling in North Carolina for Rev. Jeannie 
Hoescht. 

Ordination commission, Rev. Mallory Hammond 
The COM approved the ordination commission of Rev. Mallory Hammond, First Presbyterian, Nashville,  
September 14, at 3:00 pm.  
 
 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
Sabbatical Grant Policy  

The COM approved the Sabbatical Support Grant Policy and referred a request for funding to the Finance 
Committee.  

Mediation Training 
The COM approved mediation training for leaders in churches and the Presbytery March 2-6, 2026 with a cost 
to PMT participants of $500 per individual.  The initiative was referred to the Finance Committee for approval. 
 

Rev. Joy Warren, Trinity 
Rev. Dr. Stoker moved that Rev. Joy Warren, ordained in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, be examined 
for receipt into the denomination and the Presbytery.  Rev. Warren has accepted a call as a co-pastor at Trinity 
Presbyterian pending receipt.  Rev. Stoker invited her to the floor and began the examination.  Following the 
examination, the Moderator asked her to leave the sanctuary.  A discussion and vote followed, pursuant to G-
2.0505(a)(2). The motion was approved by the required 2/3 majority.  Rev. Warren was warmly welcomed. The 
Moderator invited TE John Smith to offer a prayer. The commission to install was reported having been 
approved by the COM and will take place on Sunday, November 23rd at 3:00 pm at Trinity with the following 



 

members: Rev. John Smith, First Dickson, Rev. Taylor Young, First Gallatin, and Rev. Stacy Rector, validated 
at large as teaching elders and Mickey Stueck, First Lebanon, and Jackie Elbert, Trinity, as ruling elders. 

Examination for Ordination and Installation of Candidate Patrick Woolsey 
Rev. Dr. Stoker then moved that Patrick Woolsey, Candidate Certified Ready for Ordination Pending Receipt of 
a Call under the care of the Presbytery of East Tennessee and called to the installed pastorate at First 
McMinnville, be approved for ordination and installation.  She invited Mr. Woolsey to the floor and opened the 
examination.  Following the examination, the Moderator asked Mr. Woolsey to leave the sanctuary during the 
vote.  The Motion was approved. Mr. Woolsey was called into the sanctuary and warmly congratulated and 
welcomed. The Moderator recognized Rev. Sally Hughes to offer a prayer. Rev. Dr. Stoker then moved that the 
Commission to Ordain and Install be approved. The service will take place Sunday, December 14th at 3:00 pm 
at First McMinnville with the following commission members: Rev. Sally Hughes, Trinity chair, the Rev. c.J. 
Thompson, First Manchester, ruling elders Barry Barnes, First McMinnville, Deidra Goins, First Manchester, 
Bethany Sterling, First Tullahoma, Debra Vandeveer, Historic Franklin, and Betsy Bond, Trinity.  Guests of the 
commission will include Dr. Dan Spross of the Nazarene denomination and the Rev. Sherry Cothran of the 
United Methodist denomination. The motion was approved. 
 

Introduction of Rev. Courtnay Veazey 
Rev. Dr. Stoker invited the Rev. Courtnay Veazey to the floor to be welcomed and introduced.  Rev. 
Veazey spoke briefly of her work as installed pastor and head of staff at Second Presbyterian. The 
Moderator offered a prayer. 
 

NOMINATING TASK FORCE 
The Moderator recognized Commissioned Ruling Elder Leonard Jordan of St. Andrews and chair of the 
Nominating Task Force.   

Executive Presbyter Search Committee Vacancy 
Mr. Jordan nominated TE Jane Herring, Emmanuel, to fill a vacancy on the Executive Presbyter Search 
Committee.  The Moderator turned the moderator chair to the Stated Clerk without objection during the vote.  
There being no nominations from the floor, the motion was approved.  The Stated Clerk returned the moderator 
chair to the Rev. Herring. 

2026-2028 Committee Slate 
Mr. Jordan asked that the standing rules be suspended for two purposes during the remainder of his report 
because two individuals from the same congregation were to serve on the Finance Committee, and several 
names had not been before the body for the required seven days.  The motion to suspend was approved.  Mr. 
Jordan then presented the following individuals for nomination. Administrative Committee, Class of 2026: 
Donovan Drake, TE Westminster Nashville; Class of 2028: Leonard Jordan, CRE, St Andrews, Kathy Corlew, 
RE, First Murfreesboro. Trustees: Chris Williams, RE, First Pulaski, Moderator, Erin Howton Angel, TE, First 
Allardt, Vice-Moderator, Bruce McVey, TE, First Fayetteville, Treasurer. Finance Committee, Class of 2028: 
George Crawford, RE, Westminster Nashville, Greg Glover, TE, First Clarksville. Committee on Church 
Transformation, Class of 2026: Lori Sain Smith, RE, First Shelbyville; Class of 2028: Jane Herring, TE, 
Emmanuel. Commission on Ministry, Class of 2027: Steve Thomas, TE, HR; Class of 2028: Beth McCaw, TE, 
Southminster, Rhonda Banasiak, CRE First Clarksville, Todd Jones,TE, HR, Mickey Stueck, RE, First 
Lebanon, Barbara Halverstadt, RE, Emmanuel. Committee on Mutual Support, Class of 2028: Will Wellman, 
TE, Validated at Westminster Nashville, Spencer Truett, RE, First Dickson, Charles Jordan, RE, St. Andrews. 
Committee on the Preparation for Ministry, Class of 2028: Stephanie Boaz, TE, Westminster Nashville, Judy 
Tygard, RE, Bellevue, Sandra Randleman, TE, First Nashville. Committee on Social Justice, Class of 2028: 
Greta McClain. Commissioners to Synod of the Living Waters: Vicky Harwell, RE, First Pulaski and Donovan 
Drake, TE, Westminster Nashville.  Alternates: Anne Keener, CRE, First Franklin, and Gary Kelly, TE, HR. 
Commissioners to the 227th General Assembly: Betsy Bond, RE, Trinity, Mickey Stueck, RE, First Lebanon, 
Spencer Truett, RE, First Dickson, Jim Moran, TE, First Tullahoma, Mary Sellers Shaw, TE, validated (UKirk 



 

Nashville), Bruce McVey, TE, First Fayetteville.  Chairs of Committees/commissions: Erin Howton Angel, 
Administrative; Bruce McVey, Finance; Mickey Stueck and Amy Stoker, co-chairs Commission  on Ministry; 
Lisa Hermann, Committee on the Preparation for Ministry; Bobby Harding, Committee on Mutual Support; 
John Hilley, Committee on Church Transformation; Dave Nock, Committee on Leadership Excellence.  
Ordination Exam readers: Greg Glover, Gloria Dale, Guy Griffith, Annesse Ashton, alternates Sally Hughes and  
Joyce Harris. 
 
There being no nominations from the floor, the motion was approved. 
 

PERSONNEL TASK FORCE 
The Moderator recognized Lavona Russell, RE, East Brentwood of the Personnel Task Force.  Mrs. Russell 
reported on the process as set forth in the personnel manual for hiring temporary staff and introduced newly 
hired TE Sherard Edington as the Transitional Executive Presbyter and RE Erin Bell, Downtown, as the 
Temporary Stated Clerk.  Mrs. Russell then called on Erin Howton Angel who expressed appreciation to 
outgoing Bridge Executive Presbyter Terry Newland and Chris Williams who expressed appreciation to 
outgoing Stated Clerk Mary Catherine Sevier. 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 
The Moderator recognized RE Chris Williams, First Pulaski, chair of the Administrative Committee.   

Criteria for Nomination as a General Assembly Commissioner 
Mr. Williams presented a motion out of committee on the guidelines for nomination to serve as a GA 
Commissioner for this presbytery. The committee proposed that TEs be considered if they have been ordained 
in the PC-USA for seven years and served two terms on PMT committees, and REs be considered if they have 
been ordained in the PC-USA for seven years and served two terms on PMT committees with preference given 
to those who attend Presbytery meetings. John Smith, TE First Dickson, made a motion to refer to a special 
committee reflective of the presbytery and appointed by the moderator composed of five individuals who are 
charged with reporting to the Administrative Committee and bringing a recommendation to the body for 
consideration no later than the August 2026 Stated Meeting.  The motion was seconded and approved. 

Crisis Communication Policy 
Mr. Williams presented a motion out of committee to update the Crisis Communication Policy as well as to 
report the required appendix of membership.  The motion was approved. 

Formal Thanks to the Visioning Leadership Team 
Mr. Williams presented a motion of formal thanks to the Visioning Leadership Team for its work in producing 
the Visioning Report.  The motion carried. 
 
Following prayers of the people with joys and concerns led by Bridge EP Terry Newland and Transitional EP 
Sherard Edington, the Moderator announced that the body would stand in recess for lunch. 
 
Following the recess, the Moderator re-convened the body and recognized RE Chris Williams for the remainder 
of the Administrative Committee report. 

The Visioning Report 
Mr. Williams asked that the Moderator recognize RE Barbara Halverstadt and Hannah Cruse who presented 
information on the Visioning Report.  Following their report, Mr. Williams made a motion out of committee 
that deliberate and intentional education and discussion opportunities be undertaken throughout the Presbytery and 
that a vote on the Vision report as well as a vote on a plan of implementation be taken at the February 2026 Stated 
Meeting.  
John Smith, TE of First Dickson, moved the following amendment to the motion:  that deliberate and 
intentional education and discussion opportunities be undertaken throughout the Presbytery and that a vote on 
the Vision report as well as a vote on a plan of implementation be taken at the February 2026 Stated 



 

Meeting  led by a team nominated by our regular process and elected at the February meeting of presbytery 
and that a vote on the vision report and plan of implementation be taken no later than the August 2026 Stated 
Meeting.  The amendment was seconded and approved. 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
The Moderator recognized the Rev. Evelyn Graham, member-at-large and treasurer and chair of the Finance 
Committee to make the report.   
 

Financial Position 
Rev. Graham noted that pledged giving is over budget for the month of September and for the year.  She 
expressed to the congregations of the Presbytery. She further noted that expenses are under budget. While the 
investment accounts are up approximately $758,000 year-to-date, Rev. Graham reported that the gain is due 
mainly to the success of our stock market accounts and should not be considered normal or 
sustainable. 

Correction of Amounts in Specific Designated and Temporarily Restricted Funds 
Rev. Graham noted that Mullins Clemmons & Mayes, our accounting firm, is working to 
help correct amounts in several of the designated and temporarily restricted funds, especially those relating to 
the Nueva Vida Food Bank and the Nueva Vida New Church Development (NCD). These amounts should be 
corrected in the October 2025 financial statements. 

Mission and Ministries Grant Fund 
Rev. Graham reported that the Committee on Mutual Support has proposed the creation of a new fund entitled 
the Mission and Ministries Grant Fund with monies in the Presbytery accounts.  The Finance Committee, after 
lengthy consideration, has declined to approve bringing that recommendation to the body until after the body 
has considered the visioning report.  Once the body makes disposition of the visioning report, the committee 
hopes that Mutual Support will re-submit.  Finance thanked Mutual Support for its passionate support of our 
congregations. 

Southminster Woodbine Partnership 
Rev. Graham announced that Southminster Presbyterian has presented an initiative to the Committee on Church 
Transformation and the Finance Committee to enter a partnership with Woodbine.  The proposal requires a long 
term 99 year lease among other provisions.  The Finance Committee has referred the document to the Legal 
Task force and will report to Southminster and the body after it receives the recommendation from the Task 
Force.  Rev. Graham that the Committee on Church Transformation would present more information in the 
meeting about this initiative. 

First Cookeville Request from Upper Cumberland 
The Finance Committee approved a request from the Committee on Church Transformation (CCT) 
to support a new mission position for First Cookeville. Subject to approval, the presbytery will commit 
$150,000, by declining amounts over the next 5 years, according to the plan documents received by CCT and 
Finance. The $150,000 would come out of the New Church Development Upper Cumberland, Acct 3001-08. 
The motion approved by Finance is as follows: 
 
The Finance Committee speaks favorably to the plans being developed collaboratively by Cookeville and CCT, 
together with other consultants, recognizing that these plans further the mission of Jesus Christ and the 
Presbytery of Middle Tennessee. The committee affirms that the work being undertaken seeks to reach out with 
the Gospel of Christ and to love and serve the world at the doorstep of the First Church of Cookeville and fits 
within the funding available to the Cumberland Plateau. Furthermore, the Finance Committee requests that the 
CCT provide the presbytery an annual report describing how funds were utilized, what aspects of the project 
proved effective, and what challenges were encountered, with the hope that this shared learning will strengthen 
and inform the ministries of other congregations within the Presbytery. 



 

 
Closure of Mattie Smith Memorial Account 

The Committee approved closure of account 2001-41 (Silver Point, Mattie Smith) into 3001-04 (Designation-
NCD Properties-Other) due to the conclusion of financial matters and disposal of the property. 

Hillwood Property Disposition 
The Committee was informed that the session of Hillwood Presbyterian called a congregational meeting to 
vote on the sale of a separate lot from the main property on which Hillwood has and will continue ministry as 
committed participants of the PCUSA. This lot was used to support activities of Hillwood High School which 
no longer exists. This congregation has taken the exemption provided for in G-4.0208. 

Calvary Big Lick Hurricane Damage 
The Committee was directed at the August Stated Meeting to work with Calvary Big Lick to provide funding 
for hurricane damage repairs in addition to the PDA grant which we secured for them and the matching $5000 
already given. The Committee has worked closely with the congregation and their COM liaison and has tabled 
the additional funding until further need can be determined. 

Brick Church Quit Claim 
The Brick Church quit claim deed has been filed, and the property has been 
removed from the presbytery’s assets. 

Approval of Transitional EP Housing Allowance 
The Committee approved a housing allowance of $54,000 for the Transitional Executive Presbyter. 

Mediation Fund Designation Change and Training Expense Approval 
The Committee has approved a COM request to change the language in the Financial Policies and Procedures 
Appendix A for the Mediation designated fund, Acct 3001-14, to the following (change to current wording is in 
bold): 

This fund consists of money set aside by the Presbytery to help churches 
address situations of serious conflict, by covering the expense of utilizing 
trained mediators within the Presbytery or by hiring outside mediators or 
consultants, with the Commission on Ministry's approval. This fund can 
also be used to pay for mediation training for presbytery members 
(ministers and members) who are willing to serve on the team. The 

churches involved may be asked to match monies used from this fund. This 
fund is administered by the Commission on Ministry. 

Rev. Graham reported that if the body approves this change, Finance has approved a COM request to hold a 
mediation training on March 2-6, 2026. Cost is $8,612.00 plus no more than $1,500 for food for 12 people. Cost 
to PMT members would be $500 and willingness to serve on the Mediation Team of COM. The training will be 
open to other presbyteries after a cutoff date, and they will be charged $850 to attend. 
Rev. Graham made the following motion out of committee: To approve changes in the wording of the 
Mediation Fund, Acct 3001-14 to allow the designated fund to be used for fund training for PMT members who 
are willing to serve on the team.  Following discussion, the motion was approved. 

Old Hickory Presbyterian Pass Through Fund 
Rev. Graham announced that Old Hickory PC is the beneficiary of a bequest restricted to the construction 
and/or maintenance of the physical facilities.  The congregation has asked COM to assist in record keeping and 
disbursement, and COM has agreed to appoint a Task Force. The Finance Committee approved the request from 
COM to establish a pass through fund for these monies and recommended that the fund be approved. 
Rev. Graham made a motion out of committee that a pass-through fund to be created to receive money from the 
estate of Mary Field Nevill. The language to be included in the Financial Policies and Procedures, Appendix 
A would be as follows (new fund language indicated in bold): 

This temporary fund was established to receive and distribute money 
received from a limited bequest by Mary Field Neville to Old Hickory 



 

Presbyterian Church with the restriction that it be used for construction 
and/or maintenance of physical facilities. This fund was established 
by the Finance Committee in October 2025. The Old Hickory Task 

Force of the COM administers this fund in consultation with the 
congregation/session. This fund's end date will be at its 

depletion. Should Old Hickory PC cease to exist before that time, the 
funds revert to Mrs. Neville’s estate. 

The motion did not need a second and was approved. 
Sabbatical Assistance Fund 

Rev. Graham announced that the COM has appointed a task force to consider and update the guidelines for 
sabbatical assistance and to establish a grant request and award procedure.  Following that task force’s report to 
COM, the Commission requested that Finance establish a new designated fund for Sabbatical Assistance to 
supplement the current restricted Sabbatical Assistance fund, acct 3002-26. Finance has approved this action. In 
the old restricted fund, monies were collected from a presbytery meeting in July 2011. This restricted fund 
currently gives a maximum of $600 to small churches of less than 100 members for a pastor’s sabbatical 
assistance. Under the new grant application process for sabbatical assistance, successful recipients must have 
submitted current statistical report information, and priority is given to single pastor churches. Finance 
approved creating a new designated fund and seeding the fund with $12,500, to be taken from Unrestricted Net 
Assets, Acct 3001, with the following language for this new account (changes indicated in bold): 

From this fund grants of up to $1,500 are awarded to sessions pursuant 
to the sabbatical policy and grant application process of the 

Commission on Ministry (COM). Successful recipients must have 
submitted annual complete statistical reports (including the budgetary 
portion) and priority is given to single pastor churches. If a successful 
session is under 100 members, the first $600 of the grant is taken from 
Restricted Fund 3002-26 (which will go away after depleted), with this 

fund supplying the balance. The fund is replenished by Presbytery 
offerings and requests from COM to the budget taskforce and is 

administered by COM. 
Rev. Graham made a motion from committee that the new fund be created with the above description.  The 
motion was approved. 

Centsability Fund 
Rev. Graham announced that the Committee had approved a request from the Committee on Mutual Support) 
for additional funds for the Centsability program and approved matching funding of dollar for dollar by the 
presbytery for monies received by the churches. Although this program is no longer supported by the PCUSA, 
churches continue to collect funds which are put into the restricted Centsability fund, Acct 3002-01. The hunger 
need is great and requests are turned down due to lack of funding. The Finance Committee recommends that  
the body create a new designated fund in honor of the commitment of the congregation of St. 
John’s Presbyterian in Lincoln County in their work to alleviate hunger by using some of the funds from the 
sale of their church property. This fund would be seeded with $12,500 by the closure of St. John’s, Fayetteville, 
Acct 3001-46. Also, presbytery will match funds received dollar for dollar from a special offering to be 
collected at the November 8, 2025 presbytery meeting and will match additional funds dollar for dollar as they 
are collected from churches and given to the presbytery beginning in 2026. Restricted monies must be used first 
when awarding hunger grants.  
Rev. Graham made a motion out of committee that a new designated Centsability fund be created with the 
following description in the Financial Policies and Procedures, Appendix A (changes indicated in bold): 

This fund administered by the Committee on Mutual Support is to 
supplement and further the presbytery’s commitment to hunger 



 

insecurity and participation as a presbytery in the Matthew 25 program 
of the PCUSA. This fund was created to honor the work of the 
congregation of St. John’s Presbyterian in their commitment to 

alleviating hunger in Lincoln County. Monies from the sale of the 
property of St. John’s, Fayetteville will be used to seed the new fund 

with $12,500. Presbytery will match funds dollar for dollar collected by 
churches for the Centsability program beginning with the November 8, 
2025 presbytery meeting and continuing into 2026 and beyond by using 

funds from the sale of St. John’s, Fayetteville’s church property. 
Restricted monies in the Centsability Acct 3002-01 must be used first. 

COMS can request additional money through the annual budget 
process of the presbytery. 

The motion was approved. 
PMT 2026 Budget 

Rev. Graham noted the following points on the 2026 budget and then asked the Moderator to  recognize RE Hal 
Sauer of First Nashville and chair of the Budget Task Force to present the 2026 budget for approval. 
She called attention to:  

a. Financial Policies and Procedure require a balanced budget to within 

+/- 2%. 
b. The line items of salary and benefits for the new Transitional 

Executive Presbyter and the new Transitional Stated Clerk are taken 
from the offer letters given to those two people who have accepted 
these positions. 

c. The Administration Coordinator was budgeted for full time with 
medical and pension benefits. 

d. Missional giving to the  UKirk campuses, the Nueva Vida food bank, 
and NaCoMe are funded at the same amounts as 2025. 
RE Sauer further elaborated on these items and answered questions. 
Rev. Graham made the motion that the 2026 budget be approved.  The motion was approved. 
 

COMMITTEE ON THE PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY 
The Moderator recognized the Rev. Lisa Hermann, member at large and chair of the Committee on the 
Preparation for Ministry.  Rev. Hermann moved that Kimberly Coward, Inquirer under the care of CPM and 
First Franklin, be examined and approved for receipt to Candidacy.  She invited Ms. Coward to the floor of the 
Presbytery to be examined.  The motion to receive her to Candidacy was approved. Ms. Coward was welcomed. 
The Rev. Sally Hughes, Trinity, charged the candidate and RE Verna Rylund, First Franklin offered the prayer. 
 

COMMITTEE ON CHURCH TRANSFORMATION 
First Cookeville Request for Upper Cumberland Fund Monies 

The Moderator recognized the Rev. John Hilley, East Brentwood to make a report as chair of the Committee on 
Church Transformation.  Rev. Hilley recognized TE Michael McLaughlin and RE Cade Arnold of First 
Cookeville to present an mission initiative to increase outreach within the community. The mission is already 
finding considerable success including the twice a month “Giving Griddle” event which feeds anyone who asks. 
Following the presentation, Rev. Hilley made a motion to approve $150,000 over 5 years from the New Church 
Development Upper Cumberland Fund, Acct 3001-08, to support a new mission position at First Cookeville.  
The motion was approved. 

 



 

 
Southminster Proposal to House Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities 

Rev. Hilley recognized TE Beth McCaw and RE Jenn Maxwell of Southminster, who presented information on 
a proposed partnership with local non profits to build affordable housing for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities.  Following their information, Rev. Hilley noted that the proposal includes a 99 year lease and that 
the agreements are in process with the PMT Legal Task Force.   

 
REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK 

The Moderator recognized the Stated Clerk, RE Mary Catherine Sevier of First Murfreesboro. 
 

Members of the Permanent Judicial Commission 
Pursuant to the Book of Order, G-3.0206 (b), the following individuals comprise the PJC 
Class of 2026                                     Class of 2028                           Class of 2028 
Michael Bradley, TE                        Bill Russell, RE   Keith Dennen, RE 
  HR                                                       FPC Spring Hill                    New Creation 
James Hudnut-Beumler, TE              Walt Tennyson, TE                   Ryan Moore, TE 
  Vanderbilt Divinity School                 Alive Hospice                        First, Nashville 
J.B. Smith, RE                                     Terry Denton, RE                   John Smith, TE 
   FPC Pulaski                                         Emmanuel PC                       First, Dickson 
 

Review of Session Minutes 
Pursuant to the Book of Order, Pursuant to the Book of Order, G-3.0108, the following session clerks 
submitted minutes for review or participated in the review process to improve their minutes procedures and 
formats: 

Bellevue, Belfast, Bethany, Blue Spring, Calvary Big Lick, Calvary, Christ, Clarksville First, Cookeville 
First, Cowan Fellowship, Dickson First, Double Springs, Downtown, Eastminster, Ellis Grove, 
Fayetteville First, Gallatin First, Harpeth, Hendersonville First, Hermitage, Historic Franklin, 
Lawrenceburg First, Lebanon First, Lewisburg First, McMinnville First, Milldale, Normandy, 
Northminster, Old Hickory, Petersburg First, Priest Lake, Pulaski First, Second, Smyrna First, Spring 
Hill First, Tullahoma First, Westminster Columbia, Westminster Fairfield Glade, Westminster 
Nashville. 

Resolutions of Gratitude 

The session of First Clarksville approved the following resolutions of gratitude to the Committee on Church 
Transformation and to the Rev. John Hinkle, First Murfreesboro. 



 



 
 



 

 

The Stated Clerk asked that three items from the Committee on Mutual Support’s report be admitted to record.  
The Moderator so ordered.   

Hunger Grant Awards 
The Committee awarded $1020 each to The Journey Home, Nueva Vida Food Bank, First Smyrna, and 
Community Outreach. 

Technology Grant Awards 
The Committee made two technology grants.  Emmanuel received $2965 for upgrades and purchases to enhance 
worship.  The Committee also awarded $4000 to Downtown for website development and live streaming 
capabilities. 

Hunger Grant Application Changes 
The Committee determined that Hunger Grants will be awarded semiannually on February 28 (application 
deadline January 1) and August 31 (application deadline July 1). The application was updated to reflect these 
changes and can still be found on the PMT website.   
 

REPORT OF THE BRIDGE EXECUTIVE PRESBYTER 
The Moderator recognized the Bridge Executive Presbyter.  He thanked the Presbytery for the work it has done 
during his tenure and expressed appreciation to the members.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

Moderator Herring led the body in a closing prayer.  She then asked for a motion to adjourn which was 
seconded and approved.  After announcing that the 163rd  Stated Meeting will be February 7, 2026, at 
Nashville Korean, she adjourned the meeting at 4:00 pm. 
 
 
Mary Catherine Sevier 
Stated Clerk 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
November 8, 2025  Stated Meeting Roll 

Teaching Elders 
_E_Adams, Chris 
_E_Anderson, David 
_E_Anderson, Rosanna 
_P_Angel, Erin Howton 
_E_Angel, Jonathan 
_E Arnold, Judith 
_E_Bagley, Tom 
  E   Bellis, Eddie 
_P_Berry, Claire 
_P_Berger, Will 
_P_ Boaz, Stephanie Hanson 
_E_Bradley, Michael 
_E_Bray, Linda 
_P_Bryan, Mark S. 
_E_Burgener, John “Bo” 
_E_Caldwell, Elizabeth 
_E_Canon, Amelia 
_E_Carrell, Len 
_E_Casner, Paul 
_E_Catoe, Lee 
_E_Cejka, III, Joseph 
_E_Cheetham, John T. 
_E_Chuquimia, Teddy 
_E_Coates, Coleman Lewis 
_E_Cox, M. Elian 
_E_Crawford, John 
_E_Crumpler, David 
_E_Danner, Charles 
_E_Davis, Michael 
_E_DeVries, Adam 
_E_DeVries, Mark 
_P_Drake, Donovan 
_P_Durnell, Warner R. 
_E_Early, Kim Maphis 
_E_Early, Robert 
_P_Edington, Sherard 
_E_Eisenmenger, David 
_P_Fraser, Carrie 
_E_Gasser, Anna D. 
_E_Gay, Andy 

_E_Gerber, David 
_E  Gilliam, Elizabeth 
_E_Gilliss, Martha Schull 
_P_Glover, Gregory 
_E_Glover, Leslie 
_P_Graham, M. Evelyn 
_P_Griffith, Guy D. 
_E_Gung, Justin 
_E_Gunter, Keith 
_E  Hamman, Jaco 
_E_Hammond, Mallory 
_E_Handlson, Pat 
_E_Harding, Bobby 
_E_Harrell, James E. 
  P_Hermann, Lisa C. 
_P_Herring, Jane 
  E  Higgins, Ashley 
_E_Hill, Austin 
 _E Hill, Ellen 
_E_Hill, Sara 
_P_Hilley, John R. 
_E_Hinkle, Jr., John 
_E_Hodgson, Peter 
_E_Hoechst, Jeanne 
_E_Hudnut-Beumler, Heidi 
_E_Hudnut-Beumler, James 
_P_Hughes, Sally 
_E_Huie, Scott 
_E_Hunter, Jeannie 
_E_Johnson, Charles N. 
_E_Jones, Todd B. 
_E_Kane, Jeff 
_E_Kang, Se Bong 
_E_Kang, Shin 
_E_Kaufman, John E. 
_E_Kelly, Gary 
_E_Kidd, David 
  E Kim, Eunjoo 
  P  Kim, Il Sun (PK) 
_E_Klein, Candice 
_P Kneff, Sarah Bird 

_E_Knight, Carole 
  E  Kramer, Claire Harris 
_E_Larson, John 
_E_Leftwich, Phil 
_E_Lewis, John 
_E_Lipsey, McCurdy 
_E_Logan, Gail 
_P_Loscuito, Jason 
  E  Mayes, Jim 
_P_McCaw, Beth 
_E_McClure, Annie 
_E_McCormack, Robert E. 
_E_McCullough, John 
_E_McKinsey, Sally Ann 
_P_McLaughlin, Michael D. 
_P_McVey, Bruce 
_E_Moffatt, III, Charles L. 
_E_Montgomery, Robert 
_E_Moore, Ryan  
_P_Moran, James A. 
_E_Muse, Perry 
_E_Musgrave, John 
_E_Musick, Steve 
_E_Nally, Sara 
_E_Neil, Richard 
_E_Newsom, Ernest B. 
_E_Nichols, James A. 
_E Nyhuis, Jule 
_E_O’Hara, Diarmuid 
_E_Paddon, Richard 
_E_Page, Fred 
  P  Park, Inhye 
_E_Paterik, Roy 
_E_Patton, Tom 
_E_Pentecost, Mike 
_E_Picard, John Paul 
_E_Ramirez, Lilia M.  
_E_Randleman, Sandra 
_E_Rector, Stacy 
_E_Richardson, W. W. 
_E_Ritchie, Jeff 

_E_Ritchie, Megan 
_E_Rodriguez, Josh 
_E_Rogers-Vaughn, Annette 
_E_Rouquie, Richard 
_E_Salyer, Carson 
_E_Salyer, Janet 
 _P_Sasser. Zach 
_E_Sawyer, David 
_E_Schultz, Harris 
_E_Schwartz, Cindy 
_E_Shaw, Mary Sellers 
_E_Skelly, John J., III 
_E_Smith, Jimmy D. 
_P_Smith, John A. 
_P_Smith, Shane 
_E_Soderquist, Ann 
_P_Stoker, Amy B. 
  P  Taber, Chuck 
_E_Tate, Carol 
_P_Tennyson, Walt 
_P_Thomas, C. S. (Steve) III 
_E_Thomas, Ray 
_P_Thompson, C.J. 
_E_Thompson, Marjorie 
_E_Todd, John 
_P_Traylor, Leslie 
_E_Tuck, Janet 
_E_Tyndall, Thomas B. 
_E_Vasquez-Paredes, Gustavo 
_E_ Venable, III, Sid 
_P_ Veazey, Courtnay 
_E_Wallace, Morgan 
_E_Weingartner, Robert J. 
  E_ Wellman, Will 
  _E_White, Jack 
_E_White, Linda 
_E_Wilson, Amos L. 
_E_Yang, Sunggu 
_P_Young, Taylor 
_E_Zeigler, Richard 

 
P - Present  
E – Excused 
 
 
A – Absent 
I - Inactive 
  

Attachment A 



Ruling Elder Commissioners 
Church    Represented By 
Alexandria, Liberty Hill   
Allardt, First    
Alpine, Christ   
Ardmore, Bethany     
Belfast     
Bethpage, Oak Grove   
Brentwood, Brentwood First   
  East 1. Lavona Russel 

2.  
3. 

  Harpeth   1. 
2.  

Buffalo Valley   1. DeeDee Lopes  
Clarksville, First  1.  Ken Giles 

2.  Craig Schyler 
3. Doug Young 
4. 

  Macedonia   1. 
Columbia, First 1.  Jean Mac Ball 

2.   
3.  

    Westminster    
Cookeville, Double Springs   
  First 1. Dee Tompkins 

2. Cade Arnold 
  Post Oak    
Cowan, Fellowship   
Crossville, Calvary  1.  
    2. 
Dickson, First   1. Vicky McMillen 
                                                    2.  Jesse Colston 
                                                    3.  Spencer Truett 
  Pond 
Fairfield Glade, Westminster  
Fayetteville, First  1.   
    2.   
  St. John 
Franklin, First   1.  Verna Rydlund 
    2.  Tammy Love 
    3.  Starr Nolan 
                                                     4. Jim Petersen 
 Historic   1.  Tonya Young 
    2.  Debra Vandever  
New Hope 
Gallatin, First   1.  Baker Ring 
    2.   
  Sudanese   1. Tut Lane 
                                                    2. 
Hendersonville, First  1.  Howard Renton 
    2.   
                                                     3. 
  New Creation 
Hermitage   1.  Nancy Abbott 
    2.   
Lawrenceburg, First   
Lebanon, First   1.  Margaret Ann Trail 

    2.  
  Spring Creek 
 
 
 
Church    Represented By 
Lewisburg, Bethberei 
  First    1. 
    2. 
Lynnville, First    
Manchester, First   
McMinnville, First  1. Barry Barnes  
Milton, Hopewell   
Mt. Pleasant, First   
Murfreesboro, First  1. Teri Windham 
    2.  
    3.  
  Northminster    
  Nashville, Bellevue  1.   

2.   
  Donelson   1.   

2.  
  Downtown   1.  Dave Coleman 

2.  Tara Herbert 
  Eastminster   1. Connie Hamblen 

2.  
  Emmanuel   1. Barb Halverstadt 
  First 1.  Michael Hindman 

2.  Hal Sauer 
3.  Laura May 
4.  Wayman Tipton 
5.   
 
 

 Glen Leven   1.  Irene Hanson 
2.  Lorolei Victory 
3. Margie McCullough 

  Glencliff   1. Betty Curry 
  Hillsboro   1.  

2.  
  Hillwood   1. Bob Cooper 
    2.  
  Korean   1.  

2.  
  Priest Lake    
  Second   1. Priscilla Coe 

2. Nancy Morris 
3. Annette Calloway 
4. Brian Overton 
 

  Southminster 1. Jenn Maxwell 
  St. Andrews   1.   

2.   
  Trinity   1. Jackie Elbert 

 
  Westminster   1.  Suzie Lane 

2.  Jim Barr 
3. Kevin Gentry 



4.  Katherine McElroy 
5. Ward DeWitt 
6. Jennifer Corbett 

  Woodland    
Normandy   1. Claudia Hazelwood 
 
 
 
Church    Represented By 
Old Hickory    
Petersburg, First   
 
Pulaski, First   1. John Hay 

2.   
Readyville, Cripple Creek  
Shelbyville, First  1.  Mary Brown 

2.  Sarah Natale 
3. Aaron Crafton 

 
Smyrna, First   1. Mike Jones 
    2.  
Sparta, Blue Spring  
  Hickory Valley  
  Robinson Chapel  
Spring Hill, First    
Springfield, First  1.  

2.  
   Milldale    
Thompson Station, Bethesda   
Tullahoma, First  1. J. Ray Jollenbeck 

2. Murray Brown 
3. Augur Harris 

Watertown, First   
Waverly, Ellis Grove   
 
Commissioned Ruling Elders 
Leonard Jordan, St. Andrews; Rhonda Banasiak, First 
Clarksville; David Paduil, Nuer Sudenese; David Sadler, Priest 
Lake 
  
 
Ruling Elders, Voice and Vote:  
 Administrative Committee: Betsy Bond, Kathy Corlew;  
Mary Catherine Sevier, Stated Clerk; Chris Williams, Vice-
Moderator; Finance Committee; David Nock, Committee on 
Leadership Excellence chair;    
Moderator within five years of office: Cristi Scott Ligon, 
Theresa Denton 
Corresponding Members, Voice, without Vote:  
Newland, Terry, Sheppard and Lapsley 
 
Visitors with Voice: 
Bell, Erin 
Coward, Kimberly 
Cruse, Hannah 
Warren, Joy 
Woolsey, Patrick 
 

 
 
Visitors without Voice: 
Elbert, Phil 
Guerraro, Roe 
Guerraro, Luz 
Gentry, Debra 
Warren, Chris 
Puckett, Shirley 
Moran, Denise 
Baker, Vira 
Baker, Vera 
Barnes, Debbie 
Goode, Linda 
Goode, Raymond 
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