Highlights of the 161st Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee
August 7, 2025
Below are the highlights of the reports received and actions taken at the 161st  Stated Meeting. 
The Presbytery of Middle Tennessee met in person on Thursday, August 7, 2025, at Priest Lake Presbyterian Church. Over 90 commissioners and 20 visitors were greeted warmly by gracious host congregation members.  Stated Clerk Mary Catherine Sevier provided a brief welcome and orientation for first time commissioners.  Moderator Rev. Jane Herring, Emmanuel, called the meeting to order and announced that a quorum was in place; corresponding members were seated, and the agenda and the consent agenda were approved.  The minutes of the May 3, 2025 Stated Meeting and the minutes of the June 24, 2025 Called Meeting were approved. CRE David Sadler presided over worship with Mallory Hammond, candidate for ordination, preaching the sermon on “Who Is the Greatest?”  She reminded us that the first shall be last.   Worship included lovely piano pieces from Priest Lake musician John Todd.  Rev.  Herring re-convened the meeting after worship and welcomed first time commissioners. The Rev. Warner Durnell, HR, was appointed Assistant Parliamentarian.  Among the actions taken and the reports received were:
· Candidate for Ordination Mal Hammond was examined and approved for ordination; she has accepted a call as a temporary minister at First, Nashville.
· Candidate called to First, Gallatin, Taylor Young, an ordained minister in the Cumberland Presbyterian denomination, was examined at length and approved under the Book of Order exemption G-2.0505(a)(2).  His membership has been transferred from the Nashville Presbytery of the Cumberland Presbyterian denomination.
· The Rev. Stephanie Hanson Boaz, a Parish Associate at Westminster, Nashville was examined and approved to move to an Installed Pastor position at Westminster pursuant to Book of Order G-2.0504(c).
· The Administrative Commission for Southminster Presbyterian was dismissed with thanks and thanks were given for its report of the very successful conclusion of the matter for which it was charged.
· Thanks for the life and ministry of TE Jimmie Lancaster, who died earlier this quarter, was given.
· Thanks for the career of TE Paul Casner, recently moved to Retired status was observed, and RE Tina O’Connor offered words of appreciation from Donelson Presbyterian, where Rev. Casner served for 20 years.
· The Rev. Evelyn Graham, treasurer and chair of the Finance Committee, presented the financial report.  While pledges are down and the budget is currently not being met, the Finance Committee is optimistic that pledges and income will come in and obligations will be met.  She also discussed the amount of funds in restricted and designated funds as well as the operating expenses of the Presbytery.
· The Rev. Bobby Harding, chair of the Committee for Mutual Support, announced this quarter’s hunger grants and recognized the Rev. John Hilley, RE Lavona Russell, and RE Barb Hall.  They presented a spirited and informative report on the Guatemala Task Force, thanked the 19 churches who have supported the work of the task force which focuses on health and education initiatives including training and facilitating the work of midwives and providing middle school education for the children in the area.  The Presbytery was encouraged to support with prayers and financial resources.
· The Rev. Claire Berry, clerk of the Committee on Social Justice, gave an update on the special presentation which the Committee will bring at the November Stated Meeting with the approval f the Administrative Committee.
· An extremely bountiful and delicious refreshment break and warm fellowship was enjoyed.
· RE Barbara Halverstadt presented an update from the Leadership Visioning Team.  The Team has prayerfully continued its work and expects to have its report complete in the coming weeks and months.
· RE Chris Williams, Vice-moderator and Chair of the Administrative Committee, presented the following motions for approval.
· A media release form for PMT as well as a template for congregations to adapt was adopted.
· The privilege of voice and vote was extended to the members of the Permanent Administrative Commission.
· The Manual of Operation and Missions was amended to require the Executive Presbyter to act as Deputy Stated Clerk in the absence of the Stated Clerk at a Stated Meeting.
· The Manual of Operation and Missions was amended to ordinarily require newly received Teaching Elders to be introduced and welcomed on the floor of the Presbytery.
· The request of the session and congregation of Cripple Creek was granted the exemption allowed by G-4.0208 because congregational meeting minutes were produced which confirm a timely meeting but no record of Presbytery notification was found. 
· RE Lavona Russell presented an update from the Personnel Task Force.  The Task Force is searching for a Temporary Executive Presbyter and a Temporary Stated Clerk to allow the body time to appropriately implement the report of the Visioning Team once presented and approved.
· CRE Leonard Jordan, chair of the Nominating Task Force presented three names for election to vacancies.  The Rev. Carrie Fraser was elected to the COM, Class of 2026, the Rev. Stephanie Hanson Boaz was elected to the CPM, Class of 2025, and the Rev. Chris Adams was elected to the Eastminster Administrative Commission to bring parity of gender and elder status.
· CRE Jordan asked all present to discern calls to serve on Presbytery committees, commissions, task forces, and as synod and GA commissioners for themselves and others.
· The Rev. John Hilley presented a brief account of the committee’s work, including a survey regarding affordable housing initiatives within the congregations of the Presbytery.  He recognized TE Greg Glover of First, Clarksville, who thanked the committee for its grant toward the consulting fees the congregation is incurring from discernment of ways to maximize the use of the historic building.
· The Rev. John Hinkle presented a motion that the entire amount requested by First, Clarksville be given.  After Division was called, the motion was approved.
· The Stated Clerk’s report included items such as the 2024 statistics report and the requirements for answering a call to serve as a GA commissioner among others.
· The Clerk announced that both she and the Bridge Executive Presbyter have received notice that a congregation outside the denomination wishes to be received into the Presbytery.  No procedures have been found to exist at the Synod or the Interim Unified Agency, and the Clerk moved that the charge of the Permanent Administrative Commission for Congregational Change be amended to including crafting such policies and procedures for approval by the Presbytery.  The motion was seconded and approved.
· The Rev. Mary Sellers Shaw asked for the rationale behind the policies in the standing rules for answering the call to service as a commissioner, and the Rev. John Smith made a motion that the Manual be amended.  The Rev. Warner Durnell moved to refer the matter to the Administrative Committee and the motion was approved.
· The Rev. Stephen Yates, who has taken a call to serve Lake Hills PC in the East Tennessee Presbytery was thanked for his years of service to the Presbytery in many capacities including Moderator and Co-Chair of the Commission on Ministry.
· Moderator Herring announced the end of the agenda, but TE John Smith rose and asked for information on how to assist the congregation of Calvary Big Lick who sustained out of pocket expenses following tornado damage.  After hearing of the loss, TE John Hilley moved that up to $20,000 be made available to the congregation.  CRE David Sadler moved to refer the matter to the Finance Committee to determine whether other restricted funds might be available besides those of the Committee on Church Transformation.  The motion to refer was seconded and approved.
· The Rev. Herring made announcements, asked for joys and concerns, offered a closing prayer, and asked for a motion to adjourn.  The motion was made, seconded and approved to do so.
· The next Stated Meeting will be November 8, 2025 at Camp NaCoMe.

-- Mary Catherine Sevier, Stated Clerk
