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�Z�&d 5 
PRESBYTERY OF MIDDLE TENNESSSEE 6 

MINUTES OF ONE HUNDRED THIRTY-EIGHTH STATED MEETING 7 
JULY 20, 2019 8 

The 138th Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee was held Saturday, July 20, 9 
2019, at Westminster Presbyterian Church, Columbia, Tennessee.  Stated Clerk Therese Howell led an 10 
orientation and time of prayer for first time commissioners.  Moderator John Hinkle called the meeting 11 
to order at 9:30 a.m. 12 

WORSHIP / INSTALLATION OF CO-EXECUTIVE PRESBYTERS 13 
 Worship included sermons by Meredith Cox, candidate under care of the Presbytery of Greater 14 
Atlanta, who preached on Psalm 15, and Whitney Booth Lockard, candidate under care of the Presbytery 15 
of Middle Tennessee, who preached on Luke 10:34-42.  Also participating in worship were Rev. Jeff Kane 16 
(pastor, Westminster Columbia), Rev. Ray Thomas (Co-Executive Presbyter), and Elder Robin Thomas 17 
(Co-Executive Presbyter).  The Westminster Singers of Westminster Presbyterian Church, Columbia, 18 
provided special music, under the leadership of music director Wilson Henderson and organist Charline 19 
Henderson.  The offering was collected to support Youth Triennium.   20 

DECLARATION OF QUORUM / STATEMENT OF PROCEDURES / WELCOME BY HOST / FIRST TIME 21 
COMMISSIONERS / CORRESPONDING MEMBERS 22 

The meeting reconvened after worship; the Moderator declared a quorum was present and 23 
reviewed procedures for the meeting.  Rev. Jeff Kane, pastor of the host church, welcomed 24 
commissioners͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐƉŽŬĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ͛Ɛ�ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�ƚŽ�ŚŽŵĞůĞƐƐ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ.  First time commissioners to 25 
presbytery were recognized and welcomed.   26 

dŚĞ�WƌĞƐďǇƚĞƌǇ͛Ɛ�DŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�KƉĞƌĂƚŝŽŶƐ�DĂŶƵĂů�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�Book of Order provide for the seating 27 
of corresponding members and teaching and ruling elders with voice and those with voice and vote.  Any 28 
ƌƵůŝŶŐ� ĞůĚĞƌ� ƐĞƌǀŝŶŐ� ĂƐ� ƉƌĞƐďǇƚĞƌǇ͛Ɛ�DŽĚĞƌĂƚŽƌ͕� sŝĐĞ-Moderator, Moderator-in-Nomination, chairs of 29 
committees, members of the Administrative Committee, members of the Finance Committee, and the 30 
Moderator of Presbyterian Women, are enrolled as members of presbytery and shall have voice and 31 
vote.  Ruling elders commissioned to particular pastoral service, and ruling elders who have previously 32 
served as presbytery moderator, within five years of completion of his/her term of service, are enrolled 33 
as members of presbytery with voice and vote.  Any ruling elder serving as a committee representative 34 
to a particular meeting of presbytery in the absence of the chair shall have the privilege of voice and 35 
vote for that particular meeting of the presbytery.  Persons certified in church service who are ruling 36 
elders shall have the privilege of voice and vote at all meetings of the presbytery, during their term of 37 
service in ministry in the presbytery of Middle Tennessee.  Persons certified in church service, who are 38 
members of congregations in the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee, shall have the privilege of voice at all 39 
meetings of the presbytery during their term of service in a congregation or other ministry validated by 40 
the presbytery.  Should a question arise concerning the enrollment of any person, the presbytery may 41 
resolve the matter upon the recommendation of the Permanent Judicial Commission.  Corresponding 42 
members were seated without objection, and are listed with the roll.   43 

ROLL 44 
              The roll of commissioners, corresponding members, and visitors attending the presbytery 45 
meeting is attached (Attachment A).    46 

5A 
Therese Howell 
615-305-6795 
thehowell@aol.com  

mailto:thehowell@aol.com
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AGENDA 1 
The Moderator stated that the agenda for the meeting had been provided in advance to 2 

commissioners.  The motion was made and seconded to approve the agenda.  There were no questions 3 
or objections, and the following agenda was approved without objection: 4 
��ϴ͗ϯϬ�Ăŵ� ϭ͘ ZĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƚŝŽŶ�;KƌĚĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ĂǇ�ŝŶ���W^Ϳ 5 
��ϵ͗ϬϬ�Ăŵ KƌŝĞŶƚĂƚŝŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�&ŝƌƐƚ�dŝŵĞ��ŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�WƌĂǇĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�WƌĞƐďǇƚĞƌǇ�±�;ϮϬ�ŵŝŶͿ 6 
��ϵ͗ϯϬ�Ăŵ� �Ϯ͘ ��>>�dK�KZ��Z�ͬ�tKZ^,/W 7 

;KĨĨĞƌŝŶŐ͗��zŽƵƚŚ�dƌŝĞŶŶŝƵŵͿ 8 
ϭϬ͗ϯϬ�Ăŵ �ϯ͘ �ƌĞĂŬ 9 
ϭϬ͗ϰϱ�Ăŵ���������ϰ͘� ZĞĐŽŶǀĞŶĞ�ͬ��ƐƚĂďůŝƐŚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�YƵŽƌƵŵ�ͬ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�WƌŽĐĞĚƵƌĞƐ�ͬ�tĞůĐŽŵĞ�ďǇ�,ŽƐƚ�ͬ�10 

ZĞĐŽŐŶŝƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�&ŝƌƐƚ�dŝŵĞ�WƌĞƐďǇƚĞƌƐ�ͬ�^ĞĂƚŝŶŐ�ŽĨ��ŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚŝŶŐ�DĞŵďĞƌƐ�ͬ��ĚŽƉƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�11 
�ŐĞŶĚĂ 12 

ϭϭ͗ϬϬ�Ăŵ���������ϱ͘� ^ƚĂƚĞĚ��ůĞƌŬ¶Ɛ�ZĞƉŽƌƚ�±�dŚĞƌĞƐĞ�,ŽǁĞůů�;ϱ�ŵŝŶƵƚĞƐͿ 13 
�ϭϭ͗Ϭϱ�Ăŵ ��ϲ͘ �ĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƚŝǀĞ��ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ�±�dŚĞƌĞƐĂ��ĞŶƚŽŶ�;ϱ�ŵŝŶͿ 14 
�ϭϭ͗ϭϬ�Ăŵ ��ϳ͘ &ŝŶĂŶĐĞ��ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ�±�DŝŬĞ�/ŶŐƌĂŵ�;ϱ�ŵŝŶƵƚĞƐͿ 15 
�ϭϭ͗ϭϱ�Ăŵ ��ϴ͘ �ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ�ŽŶ�>ĞĂĚĞƌƐŚŝƉ��ǆĐĞůůĞŶĐĞ�±�^ĂůůǇ�,ƵŐŚĞƐ�;ϱ�ŵŝŶͿ 16 
�ϭϭ͗ϮϬ�Ăŵ ��ϵ͘ �ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ�ŽŶ�DŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�±�^ƚĞƉŚĞŶ�zĂƚĞƐ�;ϯϱ�ŵŝŶͿ 17 

x �ǆĂŵŝŶĂƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ��ĂŶĚŝĚĂƚĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�KƌĚŝŶĂƚŝŽŶ 18 
�ϭϭ͗ϱϱ�Ăŵ ϭϬ͘ ,ƵŶŐĞƌ��ĐƚŝŽŶ��ĚǀŽĐĂƚĞ�ZĞƉŽƌƚ�±�^ƚƵĂƌƚ�tŝůƐŽŶͲWĂƚƚŽŶ�;ϱ�ŵŝŶͿ 19 
�EŽŽŶ  ϭϭ͘ WƌĂǇĞƌ�ŽĨ�dŚĂŶŬƐŐŝǀŝŶŐ�ͬ�>ƵŶĐŚ 20 
��ϭ͗ϬϬ�Ɖŵ  ZĞĐŽŶǀĞŶĞ 21 

ϭϮ͘ dŚĞ�sŝůůĂŐĞ��ŚƵƌĐŚ�/ƐĂŝĂŚ�ϭ͗ϭϴ�dĞĂŵ�ZĞƉŽƌƚ�±��;ϰϱ�ŵŝŶͿ 22 
��ϭ͗ϰϱ�Ɖŵ ϭϯ͘ �ŽͲ�ǆĞĐƵƚŝǀĞ�WƌĞƐďǇƚĞƌƐ¶�ZĞƉŽƌƚ�±�ZŽďŝŶ�ĂŶĚ�ZĂǇ�dŚŽŵĂƐ�;ϭϬ�ŵŝŶͿ 23 
��ϭ͗ϱϱ�Ɖŵ ϭϰ͘ �ŽŶĐĞƌŶƐ͕��ĞůĞďƌĂƚŝŽŶƐ͕�ĂŶĚ��ŶŶŽƵŶĐĞŵĞŶƚƐ�±�dŚŽŵĂƐĞƐ��;ϭϱ�ŵŝŶͿ 24 
��Ϯ͗ϭϬ�Ɖŵ ϭϱ͘ hŶĨŝŶŝƐŚĞĚ��ƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ� 25 

ϭϯϵƚŚ�^ƚĂƚĞĚ�DĞĞƚŝŶŐ�±�dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇ͕�KĐƚŽďĞƌ�ϭϳ͕�ϮϬϭϵ͕�^ĞĐŽŶĚ�WƌĞƐďǇƚĞƌŝĂŶ��ŚƵƌĐŚ͕�26 
EĂƐŚǀŝůůĞ 27 

��Ϯ͗ϭϱ�Ɖŵ��������ϭϲ͘ �ůŽƐŝŶŐ�WƌĂǇĞƌ�ͬ��ĚũŽƵƌŶ 28 
REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK 29 

 Ruling Elder Therese Howell, Stated Clerk, presented the following report. 30 
Shane Smith / Hillsboro Presbyterian Church, Nashville 31 

 The Stated Clerk has received the minutes of the commission to install The Rev. Shane Smith as 32 
Pastor of Hillsboro Presbyterian Church, Nashville.  [minutes to be included in permanent record] 33 

Toby Mueller / Historic Franklin Presbyterian Church, Franklin 34 
The Stated Clerk has received the minutes of the commission to install The Rev. Dr. Toby Mueller 35 

as Pastor of Historic Franklin Presbyterian Church, Franklin.  [minutes to be included in permanent record] 36 
Investigating Committee 37 

 The investigating committee appointed earlier completed their work and will not file charges.   38 
Books of Order and Planning Calendars 39 

 The presbytery office ordered Books of Order and Presbyterian Planning Calenders.  Books of 40 
Order are available for purchase at $8.50 each.  Calendars are to be shipped late August and are $8.00. 41 

Minutes of the 137th Stated Meeting (May 30, 2019) 42 
The Stated Clerk presented the minutes of the 137th Stated Meeting (May 30, 2019) of the 43 

Presbytery of Middle Tennessee for approval.  The motion was made and seconded to approve the 44 
minutes.  After corrections, the minutes were approved as amended.   45 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT 46 
 Ruling Elder Theresa Denton, Vice-Moderator and chair of the Administrative Committee, 47 
ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ͛Ɛ report. 48 
 49 
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Telos at Southminister New Worshipping Community 1 
The Administrative Committee approved the grant request for the new worshipping community, 2 

Telos at Southminster.  Telos has scheduled its first worship service on the first Sunday of July at 9AM in 3 
the sanctuary at Southminster Presbyterian Church, Nashville. 4 

Handlson v. Presbytery of Middle Tennessee 5 
The committee received an update on Handlson v. Presbytery of Middle Tennessee.   6 

Village Church / Isaiah 1:18 Report 7 
The committee received a report from The Village Church Isaiah 1:18 Team.  The Village Church 8 

has asked to be dismissed to the Disciples of Christ; Kelli X, the ruling elder approved to preach and lead 9 
worship, is scheduled to be ordained by the Disciples of Christ on July 14. 10 

July 20, 2019 Presbytery Meeting 11 
The committee approved the agenda for the July 20 Presbytery meeting.  Two candidates for 12 

ordination, Whitney Booth Lockard and Meredith Cox, will preach during worship.  The offering was 13 
approved for Youth Triennium scholarships; the Presbytery will hear a report on Triennium at the 14 
October meeting (the youth do not return from Triennium until July 20). 15 

Rock Eternal New Church Development 16 
The Rock Eternal Presbyterian Church (the Arabic speaking Egyptian NCD at Priest Lake) received 17 

a $7,500 seed grant from 1001 Worshipping Communities. 18 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 19 

Ruling Elder Mike Ingram, Treasurer and chair of the Finance Committee, presented the 20 
ĐŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ͛Ɛ� ƌĞƉŽƌƚ͘ He reported the Finance Committee met monthly in conjunction with the 21 
Administrative Committee. 22 

Financials 23 
 The Finance Committee provided financials as of May 30, 2019, and financials as of June 30, 2019 24 
were handed out at the meeting.  Mr. Ingram briefly reviewed the financials, and thanked the 25 
WƌĞƐďǇƚĞƌǇ͛Ɛ�ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚĂŶƚ͕�WĂƚ�tĞďď͕�ĨŽƌ�ŚĞƌ�ĞǆĐĞůůĞŶƚ�ǁŽƌŬ.  Mr. Ingram briefly discussed the new tax 26 
laws related to charitable giving.  27 

COMMITTEE ON LEADERSHIP EXCELLENCE 28 
The Rev. Sally Hughes, chair of the Committee on Leadership Excellence, spoke of the 29 

ĐŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ͛Ɛ�ǁŽƌŬ͘���ǀĞŶƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƉůĂŶŶĞĚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ǇĞĂƌ͕�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ĞǀĞŶƚƐ�ůĞĂĚ�ďǇ��ƌĂŝŐ��ĂƌŶĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�30 
another by Joe Small.  Surveys were distributed on the lunch tables and Rev. Hughes asked they be 31 
returned to her.  She stated the Presbytery was blessed to have Ray Thomas, Robin Thomas, and Therese 32 
Howell as resources.     33 

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY REPORT 34 
The Rev. Stephen Yates, chair of the Committee on Ministry, presented thĞ��KD͛Ɛ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ, and 35 

introduced the new ministers who had joined the Presbytery in 2019. 36 
Committee on Ministry Meetings 37 

The Committee on Ministry meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 4PM at Westminster 38 
Presbyterian Church, Nashville. 39 

Stephen Yates / Northminster Presbyterian Church, Murfreesboro 40 
The COM approved Rev. Stephen Yates as Moderator of the Session of Northminster Presbyterian 41 

Church, Murfreesboro.   42 
Jane Herring / Woodland Presbyterian Church, Nashville 43 

The COM approved Rev. Jane Herring as liaison to Woodland Presbyterian Church, Nashville.   44 
Mike Magee / Honorably Retired 45 

The COM approved Rev. Mike Magee as Honorably Retired, effective July 1, 2019. 46 
 47 
 48 
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The Village Church / Isaiah Team Report 1 

The COM received a report from the Isaiah Team for The Village Church.  Kelly X, a ruling elder at 2 
Village Church approved to preach, will be ordained by the Disciples of Christ on July 14.  The Isaiah Team 3 
ǁŝůů�ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚ�dŚĞ�sŝůůĂŐĞ��ŚƵƌĐŚ͛Ɛ�ĚŝƐŵŝƐƐĂů�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƐĐŝƉůĞs of Christ. 4 

Steve Musick / Honorably Retired 5 
The COM sustained the examination of Rev. Steve Musick, Honorably Retired, and added him to 6 

the Pulpit Supply List and approved his transfer from the Presbytery of East Tennessee to the Presbytery 7 
of Middle Tennessee.  A copy of his statement of faith and biographical statement is attached.    8 

Evelyn Graham / Southminster Presbyterian Church, Nashville 9 
The COM sustained the examination of the Rev. Evelyn Graham, Designated Pastor at 10 

Southminster Presbyterian Church, Nashville, and approved her call as installed pastor at Southminster, 11 
under the same terms of call.  A copy of her statement of faith and biographical statement is attached.    12 

Amy Busse / First Presbyterian Church, Pulaski 13 
The COM sustained the examination of Rev. Amy Busse, a member of the Presbytery of Indian 14 

Nations, and approved her call to serve as pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Pulaski.  The COM 15 
approved the following terms of call:  salary - $37,280; housing allowance - $10,000; dental insurance - 16 
$1,000; professional expenses - $2,000; automobile expenses - $1,500; Social Security supplement - 17 
$3,999.37; other (bonus) - $1,000; moving expenses - $900; 4 weeks of vacation; and 2 weeks of 18 
continuing education.  A copy of her statement of faith and biographical statement is attached.    19 

Pat Handlson 20 
dŚĞ� �KD� ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ� Ă� ůĞƚƚĞƌ� ĨƌŽŵ� WĂƚ� ,ĂŶĚůƐŽŶ� ŝŶ� ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� �KD͛Ɛ� ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ� ĨŽƌ� ŵŽƌĞ�21 

ƐƉĞĐŝĨŝĐŝƚǇ� ŝŶ� ,ĂŶĚůƐŽŶ͛Ɛ� ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ� ƌĞƉŽƌƚƐ͕� ĂƐ� ǁĞůů� ĂƐ� ƌĞƉŽƌƚ� ĨƌŽŵ� ŚŝƐ� ĐĂƌĞ� ƚĞĂŵ͘� � dŚĞ� WƌĞƐďǇƚĞƌǇ͛Ɛ�22 
attorneys ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚĞĚ�ƌĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐ�Ă�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƚŽ�Dƌ͘�,ĂŶĚůƐŽŶ͛Ɛ�ůĞƚƚĞƌ͘�� 23 

Meredith Cox / Alive Hospice 24 
Rev. Yates stated the Committee on Ministry examined Meredith Cox, a candidate under care of 25 

the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta, who has been called to serve as a chaplain at Alive Hospice, Nashville, 26 
as part of the St. Thomas CPE Residency program.  A copy of their statement of faith and biographical 27 
statement was included with the COM report.  The COM validated this ministry, and recommends 28 
Meredith Cox be examined by the Presbytery for ordination.  Cox spoke of their journey of faith and call, 29 
ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƋƵĞƐƚŝŽŶƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�dŚĞ�ZĞǀ͘�EŽůĂŶ�,ƵŝǌĞŶŐĂ͕�ĐŚĂŝƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��KD͛Ɛ��ǆĂŵŝŶĂƚŝŽŶƐ�dĂƐŬ�&ŽƌĐĞ͕�30 
and commissioners.   31 

Whitney Booth Lockard / Agnes Scott College 32 
Rev. Yates stated the Committee on Ministry examined Whitney Booth Lockard, a candidate 33 

under care of the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee, who has been called to serve as Campus Chaplain at 34 
Agnes Scott College, Decatur, Georgia.  A copy of her statement of faith and biographical statement is 35 
attached. Pending a successful examination, the COM recommended Whitney Booth Lockard be 36 
examined by the Presbytery for ordination, and that she be dismissed to the Presbytery of Greater 37 
Atlanta following her ordination.  Lockard responded to questions from Huizenga and commissioners.   38 
 Cox and Lockard were escorted out of the sanctuary by Rev. Huizenga. 39 
 The motion to sustain the examination of Meredith Cox and approve them for ordination was 40 
approved without questions or discussion.  The following commission to ordain was approved without 41 
objection:  Sunday, August 11, 3PM, Woodland Presbyterian Church, Nashville; Teaching Elders ʹ Lindsey 42 
Groves (UKIRK Nashville), chair; Mark DeVries (First Nashville); Rachel Penmore (Westminster  Nashville); 43 
Ruling Elders ʹ Jeff Moles (Second); Heidi Hall (Woodland); Guest of the Commission ʹ Rev. Mary Cox, 44 
Presbytery of Greater Atlanta. 45 
 The motion to sustain the examination of Whitney Booth Lockard, approve her for ordination, 46 
and dismiss her to the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta following ordination was approved without 47 
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questions or discussion.  The following commission to ordain was approved without objection:  Sunday, 1 
July 21, 8:30AM, Westminster Presbyterian Church, Nashville; Teaching Elders ʹJanet Salyer (Harpeth), 2 
chair; Guy Griffith (Westminster Nashville); Jim Hudnut-Beumler (Vanderbilt Divinity School); Ruling 3 
Elders ʹ Claire Harris Kramer (Westminster Nashville); Trice Gibbons (Second).   4 
 Cox and Lockard were escorted back into the sanctuary, and informed of the votes.  Presbytery 5 
welcomed persons present in support of the candidates. 6 

Commissions to Install 7 
 Rev. Yates stated the Committee on Ministry would bring the commissions to install The Rev. 8 
Evelyn Graham as pastor of Southminster Presbyterian Church, Nashville, and The Rev. Amy Busse as 9 
pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Pulaski, to the October Presbytery meeting.   10 
 The Rev. Len Carrell, pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Columbia, asked the Presbytery to 11 
approve an amended commission to install.  The following commission to install Rev. Carrell as pastor of 12 
First Columbia on Sunday, September 29, 2019, 3:30PM, First Columbia, was approved without 13 
objection:   Teaching Elders ʹ Chris Joiner (First Franklin), chair; C. Nolan Huizenga (Second); Carol Tate 14 
(At-Large); Ruling Elders ʹ Argie Satterwhite (First Columbia); Leonard Jordan (St. Andrews); Therese 15 
Howell (Stated Clerk); Guests of the Commission ʹ Ted Wardlaw (Austin Presbyterian Theological 16 
Seminary); Christi Armstrong (Hannahway Street Original Church of God); Hallie Hottle (Presbytery of 17 
Heartland); Carolyn Fisher (First Columbia).   18 
 The Presbytery took a brief recess, and approved without objection, adjustments in the agenda. 19 

CO-EXECUTIVE PRESBYTERS͛�Z�WKZd 20 
 Robin and Ray Thomas reported on their work so far, and called attention to the Nominating flyer 21 
ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂĐŬĞƚ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĞƐďǇƚĞƌǇ͛Ɛ�ŶĞǁ�ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƚŝǀĞ�ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚ͕��ƌŝŶ��ŽůŵĂŶ͕�ǁŚŽ�ǁŝůů�ďĞŐŝŶ�ǁŽƌŬ�22 
on Wednesday.   23 

CONCERNS, CELEBRATIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS 24 
The Thomases led the Presbytery in the sharing of concerns, celebrations, and announcements.   25 

HUNGER ACTION ADVOCATE REPORT 26 
 Ruling Elder Stuart Wilson-WĂƚƚŽŶ͕� WƌĞƐďǇƚĞƌǇ͛Ɛ� ,ƵŶŐĞƌ� �ĐƚŝŽŶ� �ĚǀŽĐĂƚĞ͕� ƐƉŽŬĞ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�27 
WƌĞƐďǇƚĞƌǇ͛Ɛ�ǁŽƌŬ�ƚŽǁĂƌĚƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĞƌĂĚŝĐĂƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŚƵŶŐĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƉŽǀĞƌƚǇ͘��,Ğ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�ĂƚƚĞŶƚŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŚƵŶŐĞƌ�ŐƌĂŶƚƐ͕�28 
and encouraged churches to continue support of the Centsability program.   29 

Mr. Wilson-Patton then offered a prayer for lunch.   30 
The Moderator called the meeting back to order at 1PM, and offered a prayer.   31 

VILLAGE CHURCH / ISAIAH 1:18 REPORT 32 
 The Rev. Robert Montgomery, a member of the Village Church Isaiah 1:18 Team, presented the 33 
following report. 34 

͞�ŽŵĞ�ŶŽǁ͕�ůĞƚ�ƵƐ�ƌĞĂƐŽŶ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ͕�ƐĂǇƐ�ƚŚĞ�>ŽƌĚ͘͟��/ƐĂŝĂŚ�ϭ͗ϭϴ 35 
dŚĞ�ŽǀĞƌƌŝĚŝŶŐ�ŐŽĂů�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĂĐŝŽƵƐ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚŝŽŶ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ŝƐ͕�͞�͘�͘�͘�ƚŚĞ�ĐƌĞĂƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĂŶ�ĂƚŵŽƐƉŚĞƌĞ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�36 

peaceful discussion and resolution of disagreements aƐ�ďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŝƐƚĞƌƐ�ŝŶ��ŚƌŝƐƚ�ĐĂŶ�ƚĂŬĞ�ƉůĂĐĞ͘͟1 37 
Upon learning The Village Church wished to be dismissed from the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the 38 

Administrative Committee of the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee appointed an Isaiah 1:18 Team to carry out the 39 
WƌĞƐďǇƚĞƌǇ͛Ɛ�'ƌĂĐŝŽƵƐ�^ĞƉĂƌĂƚŝŽŶ�WŽůŝĐǇ͘�� 40 
History 41 
Village Church (PCUSA) Mission Statement (November 1997): 42 

͞dŚĞ�ŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�sŝůůĂŐĞ��ŚƵƌĐŚ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�Introduce people to Jesus Christ.  Inspire them in the worship of 43 
God.  Enlighten them to the rich cultural heritage of people of African descent.  Encourage them to seek justice 44 

                                                           
1 Policy Concerning Dismissal of Congregations, Presbytery of Middle Tennessee, revised July 18, 2015, page 12 
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and liberation of the oppressed.  Instruct them in the process of Christian growth and Inflame them with a passion 1 
ƚŽ�ƐĞƌǀĞ��ŚƌŝƐƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ͘͟2    2 

The Village Church was officially organized February 27, 2000, with 125 members, primarily from the 3 
�ĂǇĐĞ�,ŽŵĞƐ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘�dŚĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ͛Ɛ�ŝŶŝƚŝĂů�ĨŽĐƵƐ�ǁĂƐ�ŽŶ�ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂů�ĂŶĚ�ƐŽĐŝĂů�  worship 4 
attendance of 100.3 5 

dŚĞ� ĐŚƵƌĐŚ͛Ɛ� ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ� ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ� ŝŶǀŽůǀĞŵĞŶƚ� ǁŝƚŚ� Tying Nashville Together, supporting ministries with 6 
schools and universities, Drum and Dance Ministry, and leadership within the community it serves.  The church 7 
has supported persons in ministry, including an ordained Minister of the Word and Sacrament, two commissioned 8 
lay pastors, and a candidate under care.   9 

The church shared space for a period of time with Woodland Presbyterian Church, Nashville, and has 10 
relocated to Madison, Tennessee.  The church currently meets in the Martin Center in Madison.  ThĞ�WƌĞƐďǇƚĞƌǇ͛Ɛ�11 
�ŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ�ŽŶ�DŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�ĂƉƉƌŽǀĞĚ�ĐĂŶĚŝĚĂƚĞ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ĐĂƌĞ͕�<Ğůůŝ�y͕�ƚŽ�ƐĞƌǀĞ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ͛Ɛ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ƉĂƐƚŽƌ�ƵŶƚŝů�<Ğůůŝ�12 
could complete the requirements for ordination.  The Presbytery also approved the commissioning of William A. 13 
Radford, a ruling elder, to serve as commissioned ruling elder for the congregation. 14 
Request 15 

The Administrative Committee reported to Presbytery on October 19, 2017 that the Session of The Village 16 
Church requested to be dismissed from the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  An Isaiah Team 1:18 Team was 17 
appointed: Carol A. Tate, chair; Robert Montgomery (pastor, First Lewisburg); Connie Hamblen (elder, 18 
Eastminster).  The Village Church appointed elders Rico X, Jenifer Grady, and Tremeta Norman.  Kelli X, Warner 19 
Durnell (Executive Presbyter), and Therese Howell (stated clerk), served as advisory members.   20 

The Isaiah 1:18 team held meetings on March 18, 2018, April 18, 2018, April 24, 2018, July 22, 2018 with 21 
the session and members of the congregation of The Village Church.  It was clear that members of the church had 22 
been discussing a move from the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)  for several years. 23 

It became very clear the overwhelming sentiment was to leave.  The church has requested to be dismissed 24 
to the Disciples of Christ.  The Rev. Dr. Christal Williams, presiding bishop of the Disciples of Christ in Tennessee, 25 
has confirmed the Disciples will welcome The Village Church into membership.  Kelli X will be ordained as a 26 
Disciples of Christ minister on July 14.   27 

At a meeting on July 20, with members of the congregation and members of the Isaiah 1:18 Team present, 28 
the following question was put to the congregation of The Village Church: 29 
Can we undertake a gracious separation, forgiving one another for our mutual struggles and failure/s, 30 
ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞũŽŝĐŝŶŐ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƌŽŶŐ�ŐŝĨƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŝƚŶĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�dŚĞ�sŝůůĂŐĞ��ŚƵƌĐŚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞĞŬŝŶŐ�'ŽĚ͛Ɛ�ǁŝůů�ĂƐ�ǁĞ�31 
prayerfully move forward to serve Christ in the world? 32 

The answer was yes. 33 
Recommendation 34 

The Isaiah Team for The Village Church recommended to the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee that The 35 
Village Church, and those in its membership who wish to leave, be dismissed to the Disciples of Christ.  The 36 
dismissal will include all assets and liabilities of The Village Church, all real and personal property.  The session 37 
records, including session and congregational meeting minutes and the church roll, will be provided to the Stated 38 
Clerk, who will make a copy and return the originals to The Village Church.  Persons who wish to remain in the 39 
PC(USA) will have their membership held by the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee, for up to one year from the date 40 
ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�WƌĞƐďǇƚĞƌǇ͛Ɛ�ĂĐƚŝŽŶ͕�Žƌ�ƵŶƚŝů�ƐƵĐŚ�ƚŝŵĞ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƵŶŝƚĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƚŝŽŶ͘�� 41 

Rev. Montgomery reviewed the report and spoke of the work of the team.  The recommendation 42 
was approved without discussion.  Rev. Montgomery offered a prayer, and the Moderator thanked the 43 
team for their work. 44 

 45 
                                                           
2 Launching the Expansion of the Ministry of The Village Church (PCUSA), approved by the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee, 
July 24, 2007. 
3 Ibid. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 1 
 There was no unfinished business, and the Moderator stated the 139th Stated Meeting would be 2 
held on Thursday, October 17, 2019, at Second Presbyterian Church, Nashville.  The meeting was 3 
adjourned with prayer by the Moderator upon motion made, seconded, and approved without 4 
objection.   5 
 6 
 7 
 8 
Therese P. Howell 9 
Stated Clerk   10 
 11 


