




 PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE 
 FOR EFFECTIVE PRESBYTERY MEETINGS 
Parliamentary Procedure or Parliamentary Law is: common sense and courtesy; the original model 
for conflict resolution; not technically “law” but a body of conventions and customs used to aid 
decision-making in deliberative assemblies; subordinate to the bylaws of the mid-council (both 
parliamentary law and mid-council bylaws are subordinate to the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church 
U.S.A.)); and designed to provide accuracy, efficiency, impartiality, objectivity, and uniformity.  
Parliamentary Law is grounded in two assumptions: (1) the overwhelming desire for unity on the 
part of the members as a visible expression of the Body of Christ; and (2) the necessity of tension 
between majority and minority views as a means by which the Spirit is present in governing bodies 
of the Church.  The function of Parliamentary Law is to insure the rights and unity of the body; the 
will of the majority; and the rights of the minority are protected.1 
 
Parliamentary principles attempt to balance the expression of individual conscience with the will of 
the majority.  Individual members have the following rights: the right to know (due notice of 
meeting; approval of minutes); the right to speak (rules of debate); the right to vote (definition of 
membership); and the right to hold office (fair representation). 
 
● Please be sure you are eligible to SPEAK and/or VOTE at meetings of Presbytery. All 

teaching elders on the roll of Presbytery, commissioned ruling elders, and ruling elders 
elected by their sessions have the privilege of VOICE AND VOTE.  Any of the 
following, if not a commissioner to Presbytery, shall be a corresponding member, WITH 
VOICE AND VOTE: any ruling elder serving as Moderator, Moderator-in-Nomination, 
Immediate Past Moderator, Treasurer, Stated Clerk, Chair of a Committee, or Coordinating 
Committee member, and any ruling elder who is a certified Christian educator during their 
term of service in an educational ministry under the jurisdiction of the church.  In addition, 
the Book of Order makes provision for the following to be seated as corresponding members, 
WITH VOICE but WITHOUT VOTE:  any executive or spokesperson from Synod or 
General Assembly; certified Christian educators, certified lay employees, and teaching elders 
of other presbyteries. 

 
● THE MODERATOR is the presiding officer of the Presbytery.  All business must be 

brought before the MODERATOR, who will guide the process to its conclusion. 
 
● All business comes to the Presbytery in the form of MOTIONS.  To make a 

MOTION, you must rise and address the MODERATOR, and you must be 
recognized by the MODERATOR.  Unless you are moving to accept a report or 
making a simple "housekeeping" MOTION, all MOTIONS should be given to the 
Stated Clerk in clear written form.  Proper wording and punctuation are the 
responsibilities of the MAKER OF THE MOTION. 

 
● Most MOTIONS require a SECOND (someone who agrees the matter is worthy of 

discussion). Exceptions to this are: MOTIONS COMING FROM COMMITTEES 
OR COMMISSIONS; CALL FOR THE ORDER OF THE DAY; QUESTIONS 
OF PRIVILEGE; DIVISION OF THE ASSEMBLY; POINT OF ORDER, etc. 



 
● After a MAIN MOTION is made and seconded and the MODERATOR states the 

MOTION, there is time for DEBATE.  The MAKER OF THE MOTION has the 
privilege of first debate. 

 
● All speakers must address the Moderator and be recognized by the Moderator.  

DEBATE should begin with the phrase, "Mr./Madame Moderator, I rise in support of 
(in opposition to) the motion because . . . " 

 
● During DEBATE, you may make a MOTION TO AMEND the MAIN MOTION.  

If the MOTION TO AMEND is SECONDED, the governing body will DEBATE 
the merits of the AMENDMENT only and then VOTE on the AMENDMENT.  A 
SECONDARY AMENDMENT may be offered to the AMENDMENT, but no 
more.  Any number of AMENDMENTS can be offered in succession - so long as they 
do not again raise questions already decided.  

 
● If the AMENDMENT fails, DEBATE on the MAIN MOTION continues.  If the 

AMENDMENT passes, the AMENDED MAIN MOTION will be DEBATED 
until the assembly takes action. 

 
● If you believe the DEBATE has gone long enough, you may MOVE THE 

PREVIOUS QUESTION, that is, call for an IMMEDIATE END OF DEBATE.  
You must be recognized by the MODERATOR, and the MOTION must be 
SECONDED.  It is NOT DEBATABLE, and must be approved by a 
TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY. 

 
● If you believe that a motion is ill-conceived or unclear and the AMENDMENT process 

fails to clarify the motion, you may make a MOTION TO REFER the matter to its 
source or to another appropriate body.  DEBATE on a MOTION TO REFER is 
limited to the desirability of referral, not the merits of the MAIN MOTION. 

 
 
 

QUESTIONS FOR INFORMATION ARE ALWAYS IN ORDER.  IF YOU DO 
NOT KNOW WHAT IS GOING ON, YOU HAVE THE RIGHT AND 
RESPONSIBILITY TO BE PROPERLY INFORMED BEFORE YOU CAST 
YOUR VOTE. 
 
Contact Therese Howell, Stated Clerk, if you have questions or need additional information.  
[thehowell@aol.com; 615-332-3330 (office), 615-305-6795 (mobile) 
 
1"Parliamentary Procedures in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)@ by Marianne L. Wolfe, P.R.P. 



THE PRESBYTERY OF MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
MOTION FORM 

MOTION: 
(PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE) 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
SUBMITTED BY:  
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

(IF RULING ELDER COMMISSIONER, PLEASE 
INDICATE CHURCH) 

 
+ + PLEASE PRESENT TO THE STATED CLERK + + 
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A Publication of the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee Hunger Program                               February 2018 
Barbara S. Howell, Hunger Action Advocate          615-332-3330, ext. 205   barbarashowell@yahoo.com  
        

 
 
 

 

 
 

Sunday, April 1 
 

Sharing Resources and Changing Lives 
 

Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening. 

  - 1 Samuel 3:9 

 

A gift to One Great Hour of Sharing enables the church to share God’s love with our 

neighbors-in-need around the world by providing relief to those affected by natural 

disasters, provide food to the hungry, and helping to empower the poor and oppressed. 

 

Presbyterian Committee for the Self-Development of People 
 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
 

Presbyterian Hunger Program 

 
 
 

 
 

Souper Bowl of Caring is the nation’s 

largest youth led weekend of giving.  

Don’t forget to report your church 

collection for Souper Bowl 2018!   

Send your results to both: 
 

soup@souperbowl.com 
 

and 
 

the Presbytery Office. 

 

 

 

Make social and environmental justice a part 

of your congregation’s Palm Sunday 

celebration 

 

Order forms for Eco-Palms are available 

at www.pcusa.org/palms.  Eco-Palms is 

a part of Enough for Everyone, a PCUSA 

program that offers hands-on options for 

congregations to participate in fair 

trade. 
 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT  

mailto:barbarashowell@yahoo.com
soup@souperbowl.com
mailto:pbymidtnoffice@gmail.com


 

4 Cents/5Cents a Meal 

2017 Offerings 

 

Thank you to the following churches who made it a priority to help 

feed hungry people in 2017 by participating in the 4 Cents/5 Cents a 

Meal program.  The church membership is listed beside each church 

name.  The Presbytery Hunger Program is a mission opportunity for all 

churches – large and small.  If your church is not participating in this 

offering, please consider becoming a covenant partner. 

 

Every penny counts! 

 

Westminster, N’ville (2136) $3,760.64 Smyrna 1st  (272) 935.49 Fayetteville 1st   (225) 374.87 

Tullahoma 1st  (206) 2,508.16 Decherd  (18) 900.00 Oak Grove, Bethpage  (26) 42.00 
Spring Hill 1st  (95) 1,750.23 Normandy  (40) 966.00 Hillwood  (88) 37.01 
Shelbyville 1st  (214) 1,665.18 Murfreesboro 1st  (573) 882.55 Presbyterian Women 23.11 
Allardt 1st  (155) 1,604.71 Hendersonville 1st  (194) 839.05 Misc. offerings 192.05 
Bellevue  (212) 1,479.25 Priest Lake  (132) 816.29 Presbytery Meetings 98.90 
Lebanon 1st  (197) 1,387.23 Manchester 1st  (75) 507.00   
Ellis Grove, Waverly  (57) 1,206.41 Gallatin 1st  (206) 447.57   
Nashville 1st  (4378) 1,031.41 Franklin 1st  (833) 430.16 TOTAL 23,885.27 

 

 

2017 Presbytery of Middle Tennessee Hunger Grants 
 

Reaching out across Middle Tennessee 
 

Community Outreach, Bedford Co.     $2,000 

 Shelbyville 

 

God’s Storehouse          $2,000 

 Pulaski 

 

Good Samaritan of Lincoln Co.        $2,000 

 Fayetteville 

 

Good Samaritan Ministries               $2,000 

 Decherd  

 

Good Samaritan Ministry                  $2,000 

 Tullahoma  

 

Fentress Co. Food Bank                    $2,000 

 Allardt 

 

 

 

 

PCUSA Hunger Program                    $2,000 

 Louisville 

 

Project J.O.Y.                    $2,000 

 Nashville 

 

Second Harvest Food Bank         $2,000 

 Nashville 

 

Sudanese Presbyterian Church         $2,000 

 Gallatin 

 

The Well                 $2,000 

 Spring Hill  

 

 

                            -------------------------- 

 TOTAL                  $22,000 

 

 

 

 

Is your congregation involved with a local food bank? Did you know they are eligible  
to apply for a hunger grant from the PMT hunger program?  

For more information, contact the Hunger Program Task Force. 







 

PW Survey Says . . . . 
In 2018, we, as Presbyterian Women, will celebrate our 30th anniversary.* That means 30 years of 

nurturing faith, supporting mission, working for justice and peace, building inclusive community and 

witnessing to the promise of God’s kingdom. For 30 years, we’ve been an organization that serves our 

churches, communities and the world. And in so doing, we find we’ve been enriched, too—we’ve 

learned, laughed, loved and flourished. 

    

Much of what you will see and hear about PW’s 30th anniversary will focus on what our beloved 

organization has made possible in the world. While that will be awe-inspiring, let’s not ignore what 

Presbyterian Women has meant for you as an individual! 

A short survey invites you to reflect on the highlights of your participation in Presbyterian Women. 

Whether you’ve just attended your first circle meeting or remember the excitement of Presbyterian 

Women forming in 1988, your voice and presence enrich the organization. 

TAKE THE SURVEY  

Share this survey with your PW sisters. A forward button is at the bottom of this email. Early results 

will be reported in the March/April 2018 issue of Horizons, but responses will be collected throughout 

much of 2018. Watch for the survey findings later in 2018, including at the 2018 Churchwide 

Gathering of Presbyterian Women! 

* Today’s Presbyterian Women came to be in 1988, with the merging of the women’s organizations 

from the United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. (UPCUSA) and the Presbyterian Church in the 

United States (PCUS). PW proudly continues the rich tradition of our predecessor organizations from 

the PCUS and UPCUSA and earlier. 
  

The Mission Pledge is PW’s annual fund that makes possible every mission, program and resource of 
PW, including the Churchwide Gathering. Give now to support Presbyterian Women’s witness in the 
world. 

GIVE TO THE MISSION PLEDGE  

 

http://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail19.com/t/t-l-ulhidht-odjuhjhdd-r/
http://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail19.com/t/t-l-ulhidht-odjuhjhdd-y/
http://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail19.com/t/t-l-ulhidht-odjuhjhdd-t/
http://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail19.com/t/t-l-ulhidht-odjuhjhdd-t/
http://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail19.com/t/t-l-ulhidht-odjuhjhdd-i/
http://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail19.com/t/t-l-ulhidht-odjuhjhdd-d/
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